
AMENDED IN SENATE MARCH 30, 2005

SENATE BILL  No. 267

Introduced by Senator Romero

February 15, 2005

An act to amend Section 1797.198 of, and to add Section
1797.1993 to, the Health and Safety Code, relating to emergency
medical services.

legislative counsel’s digest

SB 267, as amended, Romero. Emergency medical services:
Trauma Care Fund.

Existing law, the Emergency Medical Services System and
Prehospital Emergency Medical Care Personnel Act (EMS act),
establishes the Emergency Medical Services Authority within the
California Health and Human Services Agency to, among other
things, provide statewide coordination of county EMS programs, and
to administer the Trauma Care Fund.

This bill would make a technical, nonsubstantive change.
This bill would declare that state and local government agencies

have a duty to ensure the viability of police, sheriff, fire departments,
local emergency services agencies and systems, and providers of
trauma care.

Existing law establishes the Trauma Care Fund within the State
Treasury and continuously appropriates the fund to the authority for
distribution to local EMS agencies for distribution to trauma centers
pursuant to a schedule that sets forth minimum levels of funding.

This bill would, notwithstanding existing law, commencing January
1, 2006, remove the minimum funding requirement, would require
regional distribution of funds to be determined by the statewide
proportion of trauma care services provided in the region, and would
require that the grants be awarded on a competitive basis.
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By requiring that local entities comply with these requirements, this
bill would impose a state-mandated local program.

The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.
Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that
reimbursement.

This bill would provide that, if the Commission on State Mandates
determines that the bill contains costs mandated by the state,
reimbursement for those costs shall be made pursuant to these
statutory provisions.

Vote:   majority. Appropriation:   no. Fiscal committee:   no yes.
State-mandated local program:   no yes.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:
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SECTION 1.  The Legislature finds and declares that state
and local government agencies have a duty to ensure the viability
of such essential public services as police, sheriff, and fire
departments, local emergency medical services agencies and
systems, and providers of trauma care, and to maintain public
access to those services.

SECTION 1.
SEC. 2.  Section 1797.198 of the Health and Safety Code is

amended to read:
1797.198.  The Legislature finds and declares all of the

following:
(a)  Trauma centers save lives by providing immediate

coordination of highly specialized care for the most
life-threatening injuries.

(b)  Trauma centers save lives, and also save money, because
access to trauma care can mean the difference between full
recovery from a traumatic injury, and serious disability
necessitating expensive long-term care.

(c)  Trauma centers do their job most effectively as part of a
system that includes a local plan with a means of immediately
identifying trauma cases and transporting those patients to the
nearest trauma center.

(d)  Trauma care is an essential public service vital to the
health and safety of the people of California, as are law
enforcement, fire departments, and other emergency medical
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services. Every community needs timely access to trauma care
services.

(e)  Police, sheriff, and fire departments, local emergency
medical services agencies and systems, and providers of trauma
care, fill an essential public service role that provides protection
for the health and safety and preserves the lives and property of
the people of the state.

(f)  It is essential for persons in need of trauma care to receive
that care within the 60-minute period immediately following
injury. It is during this period, referred to as the “golden hour,”
when the potential for survival is greatest, and the need for
treatment for shock or injury is most critical.

(f)
(g)  It is the intent of the Legislature in enacting this act to

promote access to trauma care by ensuring the availability of
services through EMS agency-designated trauma centers.

SEC. 3.  Section 1797.1993 is added to the Health and Safety
Code, immediately following Section 1797.199, to read:

1797.1993.  (a)  Notwithstanding Section 1797.199, regional
distribution of trauma care funding pursuant to that section shall
be determined by the statewide proportion of trauma care
services provided by the region.

(b)  Notwithstanding Section 1797.199, including, but not
limited to subdivision (i), commencing January 1, 2006, a local
EMS agency is not required to provide a minimum level of
funding to a trauma center. Rather, on and after that date, a
local EMS agency shall distribute funds to trauma centers
utilizing a competitive grant-based system, based upon a
determination that the grant proposal will satisfy one or more of
the following criteria:

(1)  The preservation or restoration of specialty physician and
surgeon on-call coverage for trauma services within a specified
hospital.

(2)  The acquisition of equipment that is demonstrated to be
essential for trauma services within a specific hospital.

(3)  The establishment or preservation of overflow or surge
capacity, to allow a trauma hospital to respond to mass
casualties resulting from an act of terrorism or a natural
disaster.
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(4)  The acquisition of 911 transportation and critical care
transportation that would allow for the time-urgent movement or
transfer of critically injured patients to trauma centers outside of
the originating region so that specialty services or a higher level
of care may be provided as necessary without undue delay.

SEC. 4.  If the Commission on State Mandates determines that
this act contains costs mandated by the state, reimbursement to
local agencies and school districts for those costs shall be made
pursuant to Part 7 (commencing with Section 17500) of Division
4 of Title 2 of the Government Code.
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